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commemorating the VFW’s 100 year anniver-
sary (H. Res. 115).

I still believe that we will be able to accom-
plish this task. I hope that my recent appoint-
ment will help move this process along.
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Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
highlight the recent athletic achievements of
Megan Montoni, who hails from Wadsworth,
Ohio in my Congressional District. As a soph-
omore at Ashland University this past school
year, Megan recently earned All-American
honors for her performance in the shot put at
the NCAA Division II National Championships
in Emporia, Kansas. She also participated in
the shot put and the discuss at the Great
Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference, re-
ceiving silver and bronze medals, respectively.

Being recognized as an All-America athlete
is a prestigious accomplishment in college ath-
letics and in all of sports. Dedication and a
solid work ethic have launched Megan to the
top of her game. Remarkably, she underwent
knee surgery one year before the NCAA
championships. Her discipline, resilience, and
passion to succeed were clearly illustrated at
the NCAA championships. Megan’s work ethic
and determination are an inspiration to us all.

On behalf of the people of Ohio’s 13th Con-
gressional District, I am honored to congratu-
late Megan for earning All-America honors.
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
highly commends to his colleagues the fol-
lowing editorial, ‘‘Flag Deserves Extra Protec-
tion,’’; which appeared in the Wednesday,
June 30, 1999, edition of the Norfolk Daily
News.

[From the Daily News, June 30, 1999]
FLAG DESERVES EXTRA PROTECTION

COURT’S RULING SHOULD BE SUBJECT TO FINAL
DECISION BY AMENDMENT PROCESS

One member of the House of Representa-
tives was careful to note what is sometimes
ignored in the heat of debate. ‘‘We all believe
in our country; this is an honest dispute
about how we reflect patriotism,’’ said Rep.
Mel Watt, D-NC., of the proposal to amend
the Constitution to allow Congress to ban
desecration of the flag.

That is proper acknowledgment that peo-
ple who believe flag burning is an offensive
act but one protected by the First Amend-
ment may be no less less sincere patriots
than those who believe this symbol of the
nation is sacred and deserves special protec-
tion.

Opponents to an amendment, however,
seem too willing to accept court interpreta-
tions of First Amendment issues as final, ir-
reversible truth. When such decisions—espe-
cially those so narrowly decided as in the
flag burning case—are controversial enough,

it is proper that they produce legislative re-
action. That can take the form of utilizing
the constitutional amendment procedure.

It is rarely invoked, and requires over-
whelming popular support. But the amend-
ment process should not be avoided either
because it is difficult or because jurists are
thought to have the last word. If it is other-
wise, then America is not so much a nation
governed by laws as one governed by law-
yers—in this case, lawyers who have reached
the stature of judges. However objective
those learned men and women try to be, the
American system did provide for amend-
ments and there are some issues which de-
serve that attention.

It will not diminish the Bill of Rights to
allow Congress to define and allow either
state or federal enforcement of a law or laws
which put Old Glory in a special category for
protection. It will, instead, provide a small
countermeasure to offensive behavior of a
sort which deserves no First Amendment
protection.

The argument is not about legitimate free
expression, but rather the extent to which
free people must tolerate offensive acts. The
American people should be given a chance to
decide whether or not they want their gov-
ernment to protect their flag from desecra-
tors. The many exceptions to the First
Amendment—libelous and slanderous state-
ments, treasonous acts, defacement of prop-
erty, incitement to riot among them—have
been defined by court opinions. In this case,
an exception would be made directly by the
amendment process.

It should be allowed to go forward. The
House of Representatives decided that it
should, and by a 305–124 margin. The Senate
ought to act positively this time, and ac-
knowledge that the flag deserves to be treat-
ed as a living thing.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I now take this opportunity to
honor Deputy Tom Proud of the Pueblo Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department. I wish to recognize
Deputy Proud for his dedication, hard work
and involvement in the Pueblo community. I
would like to commend him for his efforts and
for receiving designation as the Outstanding
Deputy of Pueblo County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Serving in various capacities, Proud is par-
ticularly dedicated to protecting the youth of
Pueblo. Assigned as Crime Prevention Officer
to Pueblo West in 1993, he has continued to
be involved in prevention efforts including
Pueblo County Safety Fair and the implemen-
tation of the Pueblo West Crime Watch.

Deputy Proud is an active participant in the
Pueblo West Substation Committee in which
he contributed to the fulfillment of the Sheriff’s
Office vision of decentralization. He has taken
a leadership role in the Child Safety Seat Pro-
gram through his work to organize safety
check-points to serve thirty families with instal-
lation of new car seats.

Currently, he has extended his duties to
dedicating time as School Resource Officer for
Pueblo West High School, Pueblo West Mid-
dle School, Pueblo West Elementary School,
and Sierra Vista Primary School. He has un-
dertaken many tasks, in particular, special

missions on traffic control around the schools.
Deputy Sheriff Proud is becoming a talented
instructor in the subjects of drug and alcohol
awareness.

Men like Tom Proud are a rare breed. I ap-
preciate his involvement in the Pueblo com-
munity and his dedication to the citizens and
youth of Pueblo. Deputy Sheriff Tom Proud is
a great asset to the Pueblo County Sheriff’s
Office and to Pueblo. I would like to congratu-
late him on a job well done, and I hope that
he will continue in his service.
f
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
welcome to Washington the members of the
Lupus Foundation of America, and my friend
and Chairman of the Lupus Foundation of
America—Mr. Terry Bell. The delegates are
here this week to inform Members of Con-
gress and their staff about the cataclysmic ef-
fects of lupus and to request support for my
bill, H.R. 762—the Lupus Research and Care
Amendments Act of 1999.

The members of the Lupus Foundation have
long been on the front line of the fight against
lupus, a devastating disease that affects over
1.4 million Americans. The Lupus Foundation
is a national voluntary health agency, with
more than 100 affiliate chapters across the
country, representing people with lupus, their
families, friends and others who are con-
cerned about this destructive disease.

I know something about lupus. I lost a sister
to lupus. It is because of my experience with
this disease that I have introduced H.R. 762.
This bill expands and intensifies the research
effort of the NIH to diagnose, treat, and even-
tually cure lupus. My bill increases the funding
for lupus research and education, and it estab-
lishes a grant program to expand the avail-
ability of lupus service. It also protects the
poor and the uninsured from financial devasta-
tion, by limiting their annual out-of-pocket ex-
penses for lupus services.

Lupus is an auto-immune disease that af-
flicts women nine times more than it does
men, and has its most significant impact on
women during the childbearing years. About
1.4 million Americans have some form of
lupus—one out of every 185 Americans. An
estimated 1 in 250 African American women
between the ages of 15 and 65 develop lupus.

Thousands of women with lupus die each
year. Many other victims suffer debilitating
pain and fatigue, making it difficult to maintain
employment and lead normal lives. Perhaps
the most discouraging aspect of lupus for suf-
ferers and family members is the fact that
there is no cure. Lupus is devastating not only
to the victim, but to family members as well.

Since my arrival in the House in 1993, I
have urged the Congress to direct the NIH to
mount an all-out campaign against lupus. We
can and must do more this year to conquer
lupus, while offering treatment and protection
against financial devastation to the victims of
lupus.

Without struggle, there can be no progress.
The members of the Lupus Foundation are
leading the struggle to inform Members of
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